ARBGEPACE INDUSTRIES
ASSOCTATION

March 23, 2009

The Honorable Hillary Clinton
Secretary of State

U.8. Depariment of State
2201 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20520

Dear Secretary Clinton:

On behalf of the nearly 300 member companies of the Aeraspace
Industries Assoclation (AlA), we congratulate you on your recent confirmation as
Secretary of State. We look forward to working with you on a range of important
issues. The purpose of our letter today is to urge the Administration to work to
secure timely Senate approval of the Defense Trade Cooperation Treaties with
the United Kingdom and Australia.

We believe it is vitally important (o modernize the U.S. export control
process - especially with respect to technology to be shared with our closest
allies and security partners — and we hope that you will make this a priority during
your tenure. Ratification of the Treaties with the UK and Australia would be an
important step in the right direction.

The strategic alliances that the United States enjoys with the United
Kingdom and Australia are among the strongest and deepest in modem
history. The proposed Treaties would provide unique and appropriate
streamfining of licensing for projects undertaken by the U.S. govemment with the
governments of two of our closest partners and their eligible contractors. To
protect against unauthorized transfers, the Treaties include numerous
safeguards and strict enforcement provisions. Facilitating U.S. defense exports
to the UK and Australia will help the aerospace industry remain the strongest
contributor to a positive balance of trade in the American economy — and
continue to support more than two million jobs across all 50 states.

We understand that these Treaties have widespread support in the Senate
and that there is no serious opposition to their ratification. No doubt you are aiso
aware of the high priority that the United Kingdom and Australia aftach to these
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accords. Therefore, we urge you to seek final Senate approval of the Treaties as
soon as possible. We stand ready to assist you in this important endeavor.
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